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Deviance in Latgalian Folk-Tales: Gender Aspect
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Abstract. The aim of the paper is to identify deviant patterns of behavior between wife and
husband in Latgalian household folk-tales by rising those characteristic and action strategies,
which in accordance with the public assessment are recognized as non-compliant for
traditional gender roles. The empirical source of the research is Latgalian household folk-
tails, which thematically cover a variety of relationship models peculiar for a family (husband
and wife). For the analysis of a deviant feature developed in a story the author applied theory
of social action established by the sociologist Talcott Parsons. In the context of a fairy-tale,
the actors (a husband and a wife) should not be regarded as individuals in a sense of a
separate person, but instead as representatives of the given gender. Therefore, the nature of
their actions is not individual as well, but instead more culturally-historically determined,

Deviant behavior scenarios in fairy-tales allow to evaluate
developmental tendencies of a family as an institute for a period starting with 20th century,
when folk-tales chosen for the empirical source were written, up to nowadays, when in the
form of strategic documents are raised such problems of family institutes as significant
decline in the amount of registered marriages and increase of divorced marriages.
Keywords: deviant behavior, household folk-tales, gender roles.
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Summary

One of the topical issues the family-related anthropology scientists are trying to
determine are reasons and tendencies of divorce. Based on the statistical data of
Latvian Central Statistical Bureau (CSP), in 2015 civil registries in Latgalian region
executed the biggest amount of divorces if compared to other historical regions of
Latvia (Latgale 747, Kurzeme 676, Zemgale 618, Vidzeme 443) (CSP, 2015).
In 1938 the same statistics were cardinally different and the amount of divorced
marriages in Latgale was the smallest among other regions (Latgale 122, Kurzeme
209, Vidzeme 235, Zemgale 216). This fact rises concerns about the developed
tendencies characteristic for a family as a social institution and urge to seek the causes
of the marriage breakdown by searching more sophisticated correlations in such areas
as mythology, religion, economy etc. One of the sources for such invariant structure
search are the nation`s traditionally cultural narratives tales that contain gender-
typical behavioural models and scenarios formed within the experience of the nation,
where are presented both socially accepted and condemned representations of a gender
role. In folk-tales these values appear in the form of a social action, covering persons,
conditions and regulatory frameworks involved in an activity. Latgalian household
folk-tales in their story models contain relationship risk factors sustained by the family
life subjects husband and wife, i.e., behavioural deviations from generally accepted
social norms, and reveal their causes, explain the context of this deviation, and offer
the regulatory solution for such deviation. The deviant behavioural models of husband
and wife depicted in Latgalian folk-tales in their essence coincides with the divorce
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reasons fixed in as far as 1930s (CSP, 1938): adultery (unfaithful wife, wily wife in
fairy-tales), life or health threat (emotional or physical violence against husband or
wife), difficultly curable mental weakness (stupidity), criminal, dishonest or depraved
lifestyle (stubborn wife, husband drunkard), etc. The deviant behavioural models of
husband and wife depicted in Latgalian folk-tales as described in the paper allow a
deeper understanding of the psychology of a family life and to form cultural-based and
tradition-based values in order to strengthen family institutes and to avoid possible
marriage breakdown problems.
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